
Is it           
proprietary or 

restricted?

Restricted
START.

SPA receives draft 
agreement, RFP, or 
RFA with proposed 

restrictions

Proprietary

Can clauses             
be removed or 

amended?

Agreement 
processed as      

usual.

SPA notifies PI.

Yes

No

PI:
Decline            

project or request       
exception?

SPA notifies 
sponsor.

Decline

Exception PI, SPA, OGC 
complete form.

Does                           
PI declare             

basis for streamlined 
process? 

No

Yes

SPA forwards 
request to Senate 

Research Committee 
Chair.

Open Research 
Subcommittee considers 

request and sends 
recommendation to full SRC.

SRC Chair notifies other 
committees that exception 
request will be discussed.

Full SRC considers request, 
sends accept or reject 

recommendation to Vice 
President for Research.

VPR makes final 
determination.

PI may submit 
statement of 

support or 
rebuttal.

Notice of decision sent to 
SPA, OGC, SRC, PI, and 

sponsor.

SPA:
Declaration justified 

and accurate? 

NoSPA advises PI re: 
issues with 
declaration.

SRC notifies Faculty Senate 
of outcome.

SPA re-negotiates terms 
as appropriate.

Yes

Openness in Research Exception Request Procedure
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